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Grade 6, Unit 2 Pre-assessment 
 

 
The passage below offers interesting facts about ecosystems. 
 
Prairie Ecology 
 
The prairie is a natural ecosystem. Eco means house. An environment is a 
home. System is a word that comes from another word meaning place together. 
An ecosystem is a place where plants and animals fit together. The Tallgrass 
Prairie is a special kind of ecosystem. Read about ways three animals live in the 
Tallgrass Prairie to understand more about how things fit together there. 
 
Above the prairie, you will see the skipper butterfly, a special butterfly. It depends 
on the plants here in the prairie throughout its entire life. Butterflies begin life as 
an egg. The female butterfly lays eggs on a plant; she lays them inside a shell in 
order to protect them. The larva of a butterfly then eats through that shell. What 
is a larva? It looks like a hairy worm. The outside of the larva is flexible, but very 
tough and it does not have any wings. Another name for it is a caterpillar. The 
larva eats the plant leaves and, as it eats, the larva grows very quickly. 
Afterwards, the larva molts, which means it sheds its outer layer of skin. It does 
that because it needs to grow, and the old skin is too tight. After some time, the 
larva makes a pupa. A pupa is a kind of shell that turns into a butterfly with 
wings.  
 
The butterfly starts out with wings that are damp from being inside the pupa. 
Since they have been crumpled inside the pupa, the first thing the butterfly does 
is spread its wings. It takes the butterfly about twenty minutes to spread its wings 
and let them dry. Then, approximately two hours later, the butterfly is ready to fly. 
The skipper flies away because it wants to find food in the Tallgrass Prairie. 
 
On the ground and below it, you will find ground squirrels. This animal is 
roughly one foot long and lives in large families. It has a brown coat in order to 
camouflage it when it moves along the ground. Animals use the color of their fur, 
hair, or scales to blend into the environment around them. This is called 
camouflage. It protects them because other animals can’t see them very easily. 
The ground squirrel is an herbivore, which means it only eats plants. It has a lot 
of food on the prairie because it eats grass. Occasionally it also eats insects. In 
the winter, the ground squirrel sleeps in a hole in the ground to stay warm. 
 
On the ground in the past, you would have also seen bison. This big herbivore 
ate many plants. The bison was like a gardener for the prairie. It ate weeds – 
plants that are not native to an environment. When weeds would start to grow in 



the prairie, the bison would get rid of them. Without the bison, the weeds might 
take over the land that the prairie plants needed. The bison helped the prairie to 
maintain balance. A balanced environment is a place where both plants and 
animals have what they need to survive. 
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Multiple Choice 
 
1) What is the main idea of this entire passage? 

 
A) The butterfly, ground squirrel, and formerly the 

bison, affect the prairie. 
B) The prairie is made up of many animals. 
C) In a balanced environment, plants and animals help 

each other to live. 
D) An ecosystem is a place where plants and animals 

live. 
 

 
2) Which part of the passage is most helpful in helping you determine the main 

idea? 
 
A) The title 
B) The information in paragraph 3 
C) The scientific words in paragraph 1 
D) The last sentence 
 

 
3) What is the main idea of the last paragraph in this passage? 

 
A) There are no more bison. 
B) The bison was important to the prairie. 
C) The bison was an herbivore. 
D) Weeds grow in the prairie. 

 
 

4) Which sentence from the paragraph best supports your answer to Question 
#3? 
 

A) On the ground in the past, you would have also seen bison. 
B) This big herbivore ate many plants. 
C) The bison was like a gardener for the prairie. 
D) The bison helped the prairie to maintain balance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
5) Read the following paragraph and then answer question 5 below. 
 

The prairie is a natural ecosystem. Eco means house. An environment is a 
home. System is a word that comes from another word meaning place 
together. An ecosystem is a place where plants and animals fit together. 
The Tallgrass Prairie is a special kind of ecosystem. Read about ways 
three animals live in the Tallgrass Prairie to understand more about how 
things fit together there. 

 
Explain the purpose of the underlined sentence in the paragraph above.  
Write your answer in the space below. 
 
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
 

6) How does a reader construct meaning from a text and determine its central 
idea? 
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
7) How can a writer compose an effective informational/expository text? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 

 

8) Write a paragraph explaining how plants and animals fit together in the 
Tallgrass Prairie ecosystem. 

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide: Grade 6, Unit 2 pre-assessment 
 
Multiple Choice 

1. C 
2. D 
3. B 
4. D 

 
Short Constructed Response  

5. Acceptable responses include: 

 The sentence defines the word “ecosystem”. 

 The sentence explains that plants and animals work together in 
an ecosystem. 

 
Questions 6 and 7 are the standards-based Essential Questions for the 
unit. Review responses to determine what students already know and 
understand. 
 
 
8. Written Response – Use the rubric below. 
 

Construct 

Measured 

Score Point 4 Score Point 3 Score Point 2 Score Point 1 Score Point 0 

Reading: 

comprehension 

of key ideas 

and details 

 

The response provides an 

accurate analysis of what 

the text says explicitly 

and inferentially and 

cites convincing textual 

evidence to support the 

analysis, showing full 

comprehension of 

complex ideas expressed 

in the text(s). 

 

Specific scoring notes: 

The student response 

includes FOUR or more 

relevant details from the 

passage (e.g. skipper 

butterflies depend on 

prairie plants for food; 

ground squirrels use the 

prairie environment for 

camouflage protection; 

ground squirrels find 

shelter and warmth in the 

prairie ground; squirrels 

eat prairie plants; the 

bison ate weeds that 

could damage the native 

prairie plants). 

The response provides an 

accurate analysis of what 

the text says explicitly 

and inferentially and 

cites textual evidence to 

support the analysis, 

showing extensive 

comprehension of ideas 

expressed in the text(s). 

 

 

Specific scoring notes:  

The student response 

includes THREE relevant 

details from the passage 

(e.g. skipper butterflies 

depend on prairie plants 

for food; ground 

squirrels use the prairie 

environment for 

camouflage protection; 

ground squirrels find 

shelter and warmth in the 

prairie ground; squirrels 

eat prairie plants; the 

bison ate weeds that 

could damage the native 

prairie plants). 

The response provides a 

mostly accurate analysis 

of what the text says 

explicitly or inferentially 

and cited textual 

evidence, shows a basic 

comprehension of ideas 

expressed in the text(s). 

 

 

 

Specific scoring notes:  
The student response 

includes TWO relevant 

details from the passage 

(e.g. skipper butterflies 

depend on prairie plants 

for food; ground 

squirrels use the prairie 

environment for 

camouflage protection; 

ground squirrels find 

shelter and warmth in the 

prairie ground; squirrels 

eat prairie plants; the 

bison ate weeds that 

could damage the native 

prairie plants). 

The response provides a 

minimally accurate or 

inaccurate analysis of 

what the text says, and 

cited textual evidence 

shows limited or 

inaccurate 

comprehension of ideas 

expressed in the text(s). 

 

 

Specific scoring notes:  

The student response 

includes ONE relevant 

detail from the passage 

(e.g. skipper butterflies 

depend on prairie plants 

for food; ground 

squirrels use the prairie 

environment for 

camouflage protection; 

ground squirrels find 

shelter and warmth in the 

prairie ground; squirrels 

eat prairie plants; the 

bison ate weeds that 

could damage the native 

prairie plants). 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible 

or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate 

 

 

 

Writing: 

development of 

ideas 

The response addresses 

the prompt and provides 

effective and 

The response addresses 

the prompt and provides 

effective development of 

The response addresses 

the prompt and provides 

some development of the 

The response addresses 

the prompt and develops 

the claim, topic and/or 

No response; or the 

response is  

 



comprehensive 

development of the 

claim, topic and/or 

narrative elements by 

using clear and 

convincing reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

consistently appropriate 

to the task, purpose, and 

audience. 

the claim, topic and/or 

narrative elements by 

using clear reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is largely 

appropriate to the task, 

purpose, and audience. 

claim, topic and/or 

narrative elements by 

using some reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence, and/or 

description; the 

development is 

somewhat appropriate to 

the task, purpose, and 

audience. 

narrative elements 

minimally by using 

limited reasoning, 

details, text-based 

evidence and/or 

description; the 

development is limited in 

its appropriateness to the 

task, purpose, and/or 

audience. 

 unintelligible 

or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate 

 

Writing: 

organization 

The response 

demonstrates purposeful 

coherence, clarity, and 

cohesion and includes a 

strong introduction, 

conclusion, and a logical, 

well-executed 

progression of ideas, 

making it easy to follow 

the writer’s progression 

of ideas. 

The response 

demonstrates a great deal 

of coherence, clarity, and 

cohesion, and includes an 

introduction, conclusion, 

and a logical progression 

of ideas, making it fairly 

easy to follow the 

writer’s progression of 

ideas. 

 

The response 

demonstrates some 

coherence, clarity, and/or 

cohesion, and includes an 

introduction, conclusion, 

and logically grouped 

ideas, making the 

writer’s progression of 

ideas usually discernible 

but not obvious. 

The response 

demonstrates limited or 

no coherence, clarity, 

and/or cohesion, making 

the writer’s progression 

of ideas somewhat or 

entirely unclear. 

 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible 

or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate 

 

Writing: 

clarity of 

language 

 

 

The response establishes 

and maintains an 

effective style, while 

attending to the norms 

and conventions of the 

discipline.  The response 

uses precise language 

consistently, including 

descriptive words and 

phrases, sensory details, 

linking and transitional 

words, words to indicate 

tone, and/or domain-

specific vocabulary. 

The response establishes 

and maintains an 

effective style, while 

attending to the norms 

and conventions of the 

discipline.  The response 

uses mostly precise 

language, including 

descriptive words and 

phrases, sensory details, 

linking and transitional 

words, words to indicate 

tone, and/or domain-

specific vocabulary. 

The response establishes 

and maintains a mostly 

effective style, while 

attending to the norms 

and conventions of the 

discipline.  The response 

uses some precise 

language, including 

descriptive words and 

phrases, sensory details, 

linking and transitional 

words, words to indicate 

tone and/or domain-

specific vocabulary. 

The response has a style 

that has limited or 

impaired effectiveness, 

with limited or highly 

deficient awareness of 

the norms of the 

discipline.  The response 

includes limited if any 

descriptions, sensory 

details, linking or 

transitional words, words 

to indicate tone, or 

domain-specific 

vocabulary. 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible 

or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate 

 

Writing: 

knowledge of 

language and 

conventions 

 

 

The response 

demonstrates command 

of the conventions of 

standard English 

consistent with 

effectively edited 

writing. Though there 

may be a few minor 

errors in grammar and 

usage, meaning is clear 

throughout the response. 

The response 

demonstrates a generally 

consistent command of 

the conventions of 

standard English. There 

are a few patterns of 

errors in grammar and 

usage that may 

infrequently impede 

understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates limited 

command of the 

conventions of standard 

English. There are 

multiple errors in 

grammar and usage 

demonstrating minimal 

control over language. 

There are multiple 

distracting errors in 

grammar and usage that 

sometimes impede 

understanding. 

The response 

demonstrates little or no 

command of the 

conventions of standard 

English. There are 

frequent and varied 

errors in grammar and 

usage, demonstrating 

little or no control over 

language. There are 

frequent distracting 

errors in grammar and 

usage that often impede 

understanding. 

No response; or the 

response is  

 

 unintelligible 

or 

undecipherable 

 not written in 

English 

  too limited to 

evaluate 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


